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CONFIDENTIAL SECTO 28002 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

SUBJECT: GREEK-TURKISH POSITIONS ON CYPRUS 

1 . DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE GREEK MINISTER OF FOREIGN 
AFFAIRS, JOHN TSOUNIS, TOLD EUR ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
HARTMAN SEPTEMBER 28 THAT CYPRUS ISSUE HAD ONLY BEEN 
TOUCHED ON BRIEFLY DURING MEETINGS BETWEEN TURKISH 
FOREIGN MINISTER CAGLAYANGIL AND GREEK FOREIGN MINISTER 
BITSIOUS SEPTEMBER 27 IN NEW YORK. 

2. TSOUNIS SAID BITSIOS HAD CONFIRMED TO TURKS THEIR 
INTEREST IN EARLY CYPRUS SETTLEMENT, AND REITERATED 
THAT PROGRESS COULD NOT BE MADE WITHOUT TURKISH CON- 
SESSIONS, SINCE TURKS WERE IN POSSESSION OF ALL THE KEY 
CYPRUS CARDS. BITSIOUS REPORTEDLY ASKED CAGLAYANGIL 
DIRECTLY WHETHERTHERE WAS ANY FLEXIBILITY IN THE TURKISH 
POSITION ON TERRITORY. 

3. TSOUNIS SAID CAGLAYANGIL RESPONDED THAT THE TURKISH 
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STATES WITHIN A SINGLE LOOSE FEDERATION. THERE ALSO 
COULD BE "MODEST BOUNDRY ADJUSTMENTS". 

4. THE CONVERSATION ENDED INCONCLUSIVE AT THIS POINT, 

BUT TSOUNIS REITERATED THAT NO GREEK NEGOTIATOR COULD 
ACCEPT ONLY "MODEST" ADJUSTMENTS. 

5. HARTMAN REMINDED TSOUNIS THAT THE WORD "MODEST" 

COULD BE INTERPRETED IN MANY WAYS. HE ALSO ASKED WHETHER 
THE GOVERNMENT OF GREECE HAD IN RECENT MONTHS BEGUN DIS- 
TANCING ITSELF TO A DEGREE FROM THE CRYPTUS ISSUE. WAS 
THIS BECAUSE ATHENS WAS PESSIMISTIC OVER THE CHANCES OF 
PROGRESS IN THE CYPTUS TALKS OR BECAUSE THE GREEKS HAD 
CONCLUDED THEY COULD NOT OR DID NOT WANT TO BRING 
PRESSURE ON MAKARIOUS? 

6. TSOUNIS REPLIED THAT THERE HAD BEEN NO LESSENING OF 
GREEK INTEREST ON CYPRUS. NONETHELESS IT WAS TRUE THAT 
THE GREEK GOVERNMENT COULD NOT CONTROL THE SITUATION ON 
THE ISLAND. IT COULD ONLY ADVISE MAKARIOUS AND WAS NOT 

IN A POSITION TO MAKE OR FORCE DECISIONS UPON HIM. 
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